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erscheinen, du wirst mit vielen neuen Programmen und Aufgaben konfrontiert, mit denen du
bisher Dear reader, nichts zu tun hattest und mit denen du dich wenig bis gar nicht auskennst!
Das ist aber auch gar nicht schlimm - das Team ist super verständnisvoll, und nimmt sich Zeit, wenn
du einmal mehr nachfragen It’s möchtest. :) Haupta April 2022 ufgaben bestehen in erster Linie
aus der Erstellung und Planung von Social Media Content (gemäß der lokalen Ereignisse bei
Fairtrade and the Luxemburg, aber auch im Einklang mit Kampagnen concept of und Guidelines
von Fairtrade International), dem Editing der Website (gegen Ende des Jahres wirst du zusätzlich
die deutsche Version des Fairtrade “Utopia” -Adventskalenders erstelle is perhaps even more
des Pressespiegels und der Vorbereitung von Pressekonferenzen (bei uns gab es leider nicht so
contested viele, aber mit den Impfungen nehme ich an, dass du dieses Jahr die volle experience
bekommst) und vielen than ever before kleinen Projekte und Aufgaben, die sich spontan
ergeben. Außerdem kannst du mit deinen Mitfreiwilligen For some, bei externen Veranstaltungen
(wie der the COVID-19 pandemic Wanderung in ein paar Wochen) r has slashed any und den
Charme des Bananen-Kostüms wirken lassen (keine Sorge, jeder aus dem Team hat es schonmal
getr hopes nd sobald man sich d for a better world. sen hat, fühlt man For others, spirit aus
tiefstem Herzen haha). Wenn dir nach einiger Zeit auffällt, dass du gerne einen anderen Bereich
ausprobieren würdest,wars all around the globe gerne gesehen are a Sarah oder motivation
to try even harder. n (ich habe beispielsweise nach einiger Zeit die visuelle digitale Gestaltung
von Kampagnen übernommen, Clara hat das selbe physisch gemacht und zu dritt haben wir ein
Projekt für Rethink your clothes But try for what? begonnen, aber ihr könnt ganz frei
entscheiden, was gut zu euch passt :)).First things first - am Anfang kann dir das ganze Büroleben
vielleicht etwas unübersichtlich erschei For some, mit vielen neuen Utopia und Aufgaben
konfrontiert, mit denen means hope, r vielleicht noch nichts environmental wellbeing,t und mit
denen du dich wenig bis gar nicht ausk or a life as ist aber auch gar nicht schlimm - das Team
worth smiling over. , und nimmt sich Zeit, wenn du noch For others, nachfragen möchtest. :)
Deine Hauptaufgaben it is found Linie aus der Erstellung und Planung von Social Media Content
(gemäß der lokalen Ereignisse bei
in a meal, n Luxemburg, aber auch im in me-time, internationalen Kampagn or in loved ones.
von Fairtrade International), dem Editing der Website (gegen Ende des Jahres wirst du zusätzlich
die deutsche Whatever jährlichen Fairtrade-Adventskalenders the word :)), der Verwaltung
means Pressespiegels und der to you Vorbereitung von Pressekonferenzen (bei uns gab es leider
nicht so viele, aber mit den nehme ich an, dass du dieses and whether you think bekommst)
und vielen weiteren it can be achieved und Aufgaben, die sich spontan ergeben. or not: kannst
du mit deinen Mitfreiwilligen Fairtrade Lëtzebuerg bei externen Veranstaltungen (wie der
grenzenlosen Wanderung please enjoy Wochen) BAISmag’s 32nd issue, Charme des BananenKostüms wirken lassen (keine Sorge, jeder aus dem Team hat es schonmal getragen und sobald
man sich drauf filled with , fühlt man den Bananen spirit aus tiefstem Herzen haha). student
stories about einiger Zeit auffällt, dass du gerne einen Utopia. h ausprobieren würdest, ist das
auch gerne gesehen - sprich Sarah oder Geneviève einfach darauf an (ich habe beispielsweise nach
einiger Zeit die Rosalie de Beus Gestaltung von Kampagnen übernommen, Clara hat das selbe
physisch gemacht und zu dritt haben wir ein Projekt für Rethink your clothes von Lisa und Jason
begonnen, aber ihr Editor in Chief frei entscheiden, was gut zu euch passt :)).
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Utopian Meal
Questions for Utopia

walking on this endless bridge of life
wooden planks creak
as I walk towards utopia
where the railings meet
the end of my vision at the intersection
the tiny spot I choose to see
becomes the sole reason
to make the journey worth it for me
a place beyond now
where everything would be rosy
pockets full of posies
and all is as I’d want it to be
unreal yet defining
my elusive destination keeps me going
for without the hope of someplace better
perhaps I would have stopped walking
so my feet move smoothly
through the exhaustion and the blues
and when distracted they cruise
towards my perfect destination
imagined yet concrete
reality would lose purpose without utopia
and while it may be all in my head
its promise is enough for me walking on this endless bridge of life
by Khwahish Vig
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SUPPORTING
MILIEUDEFENSIE
FOR
A

A world where we
take excessively from the
planet with no respect or regard for
nature is not a utopia. A utopia cannot
be achieved on our planet without a
complete balance with nature. However, this
balance is impossible in the current capitalist
frame of overconsumption. But in the 21st
century, a utopia should not have to be
imagined.
The Dutch environmental organization
Milieudefensie invites us to make a sustainable
utopia a living reality that we can feel and
experience in our daily lives. However, building
a utopia doesn’t have to be idealist and naive;
it can be practical. Milieudefensie aims to build
an equitable utopia, in which the actors who’ve
pushed us furthest from a sustainable utopia,
shift to make the most efforts to bring it to
society. A utopian reality can take root in the
actions of us individuals, and grow into a tree
spreading to the top, where our leaders sit.
Ultimately, Milieudefensie believes that a
utopia is purely a path to a self-sustaining
world, that is not permanently scarred by
pollution, that is not abandoned by us human
beings. For us, a utopia means that the forests
which give us air are not choked out by the
footprint of those who have been too reckless
to care. The aim for Milieudefensie is to build a
utopia not just as a dream to be dismissed by
others, but to take practical steps to fight for its
concretization. Fighting for a utopia in the
courts, in businesses, everywhere you can.
Because for us, a utopia means a sustainable,

habitable planet;
it means the Earth that we
can thrive on.
Milieudefensie has taken substantial steps
to achieving this utopian reality. The biggest
accomplishment of the organization to date is
suing Dutch Royal Shell and winning the case
in May of 2021, forcing Shell to reduce its
emissions by almost half by 2030. They have
also worked to fight oil spills in Nigeria,
deforestation, air traffic, and acid rain through
demonstrations and policy action.
For this reason, this year the BASIS Charity
Ball is supporting Milieudefensie in our spring
formal dance, and asks you to do the same: to
build a utopia. The Charity Ball is an annual
event held in the spring to raise money for a
cause supported by the students. This year,
after a voting procedure with the members of
BASIS, Milieudefensie was selected as the
chosen organization to which the proceeds of
the auction will go. As students of International
Studies, we understand the importance of
environmental action for all communities, and
as Milieudefensie recognizes, the intersectional
approach that must come with it. At the Charity
Ball, guests are invited to dress up in their
formal wear and enjoy the auction and dance
to celebrate the commitment to the cause.
We hope you can join us on May 13th, 2022
at PIP Den Haag to support us in contributing
to the creation of a utopia for our futures. More
information about Milieudefensie and their
specific initiatives can be found on their
website: milieudefensie.nl. Want to become
involved or would like more information? Do
not hesitate to email the Charity Ball
Committee at: charityball@basisthehague.nl.
by Charity Ball Committee
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DEAR NO ONE
“Sometimes, you can think and
think and think, and you can look
and look and look, and just not
find anything wrong with the
world.”

I was fifteen when I wrote those
words. A few weeks ago (so over four
years later) I came across them
again, as I reread the story that I
wrote them for. That sentence stood
out to me. Not because of the
seemingly never ending repetition
(can you tell that I have a preference
for certain linguistic devices?), but
because it expressed a state, a
situation, a Utopia, if you wish, that I
could not find myself to believe in.
After all, war had just broken out
in Ukraine. For the first time, I was
(and am) truly and fully aware of the
extent, the impacts, the horrors, and
the atrocities, of war. And as I studied
the developments in Ukraine, I found
myself slipping away more and more
from those sentiments I once wrote
about. I even scolded my younger
self for
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A UTOPIAN BUBBLE

daring to believe in such a Utopia at
all.
By definition, Utopia is imaginary,
ideal, unrealistic. It is, in other words,
impossible. For that reason, I
thought myself right in not daring to
believe in a situation as described by
that one sentence. After all,
according to Utopia’s definition, it
will never be possible to think and
think and think, and to look and look
and look, and to just not find
anything wrong with the world.
Because there will always be something
wrong with the world.

And yet…
Saying that feels so negative.
Because if Utopia is unachievable,
then what are we fighting for? If the
perfect is unreachable, then why do
we try?
We shouldn’t try, I concluded. So
I logged out of Brightspace, picked
up my favourite book, and spent the
rest of the night reading about a
group of renegade rebels who spoke
primarily in banter. After finishing it
(it’s a children’s book, it’s easy to get
through), I picked up my phone, and
texted some of my friends, to talk
about how much I loved the story
and about how hard I had laughed.

And about intertextuality. And about
my theories. In fact, the more I
thought about the story, and the
more I looked at the book, and at my
notes, the more that I loved it.
Suddenly, it dawned on me: I had
been thinking and thinking and
thinking, and I had been looking and
looking and looking, and I had not
found anything wrong with the
world. Despite my beliefs, despite my

conviction, for a few hours, I had
been living inside a blissful,
delightful, Utopian bubble. Maybe
Utopia is possible after all.
Don’t get me wrong - I was, and
am, still awfully aware of much of the
cruelty and obscenity in the world.
And I know that being able to escape
into that Utopian bubble is a
privilege reserved for only a small
fraction of the population. But my
recognition of real life problems can
coexist with my own Utopian bubble.
I can continue to study the
disgusting developments elsewhere,
for roughly forty hours a week, and I
can continue to try and find
solutions for them. I can continue to
try and fight so that one day,
everyone has access to a Utopian
bubble such as my own - perhaps

one that is bigger than them and
their favourite book.
But until then, I will also take a few
hours to myself each week, and
crawl under my soft blanket with my
treasured book, my comfort song, or
my favourite series, with my friends
on speed dial, and a cup of steaming
hot tea on my nightstand. For those
few hours each week, I will allow
myself to think and think and think,
and to look and look and look, and I
will just not find anything wrong with
the world. During those few hours
each week, all that exists is me in my
own little Utopian bubble.
Continue to fight for Utopia for
everyone. But also build your own
bubble. And don’t let anyone burst
it.
Love,
Rosalie
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY SURPASSED
DEATHLINE - Author´s note
by Elisabeth Schmidt

Are Universities the First to Make the Impossible Possible?

With the overall topic of Utopia, I would like to
note that I personally do believe that there can be a
utopia. However this short story was written for a
creative writing workshop organized by
CasualLeiden, which had “Dystopia” as an overall
topic. Since both of those themes are linked
together, I found the short story to be fitting.
In connection to Utopia, however, I would
furthermore like to add that a utopia is certainly
what we should work towards, but we should not
lose our humanity in the process.

The latest economic and by that the 5th industrial
revolution was followed by a very sudden full
accession of a vast number of countries to the new
world-market. This number includes those 152
countries formerly known as part of the so-called
developing world.
Ever since, production and efficiency gained
importance and became a necessity for any country
willing to stay “in the game,” as Dr. Drof Scimonoc
explained in an interview with econ-press.
Shortly after the revolution, on October 21st,
2031, Dr. Scimonoc published his work on
“Maximum Productivity and Efficiency”;with his
“Prod-Eff” Theory, he quickly became the father of
modern economics.
His Theory states in brief that the Aggregate
Production Function is useless in the face of our
new economic structure: “the possible Maximum
Efficiency of any person or society is much higher
than commonly assumed.” In fact, the efficiency
level in his Theory is so high, that many scholars
and any other half-decent person declared him to be
insane.
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But now, Harford States University seems to have
cracked the code. According to the university’s
public speaker, Harris Willburn, the new university
system even resulted in a slight surplus of
Scimonocs assumed Maximum
Efficiency.
Willburn explains the
new system as follows:
“Instead of
wasting time and
resources on
complicated
application
procedures,
the system
now punts
on the
students’
own moral
decisionmaking and
their own
evaluation on
whether or not
they have the
makings of a scholar. To
ensure that only those who really
do have those abilities get to fulfill their
dream, we have come up with a foolproof
examination technique. We call it:
The Deathline.
Students who enter our study programs do not
have to apply anymore. University is now
accessible to everyone. Instead, students must
agree on being chipped. These chips are implanted
right at the hairline of the student’s nape. Of

course, there are alternatives for students with
medical issues.
Those chips are not, as you might presume,
used to monitor the students’ brain activity.
Instead, they are only activated for
any assignment that needs to be
handed in.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
time is money, and
only efficiency
counts. One who
wastes our
staff’s time has
not only let
down our
community
by holding
up
productivity
but has also
lost their
right of
receiving
support from
the
community.
Therefore, in
the case of any
transgression of a
deadline, the
Deathline will come
into play: the chip at
the back of the neck will
eject a chemical poison, developed by our own
science department, killing the student in a
painless, humane, and most importantly, in an

efficient clean way. It disables the nervous system
and stops the student’s heart from beating.
As we have discovered, this will result in a direct
release of any lazy, inefficient factor that might hold
back productivity in our community.
In return, our university is proud to announce
that any student who passes our program will enjoy
many privileges in the job market and will have a
100% rate of success.”
According to Willburn, the concept has been
tested on the students of the last semester and
resulted in the release of a total of 42 inefficiencies
while the productivity rate of any other of the 250
participants has increased by 738%.
Furthermore, the university suggests extending
the Deathline policy to other fields in the new world
economy and in our job-market.
“Through this concept,” Willburn explains,
“Scimonoc’s Theory can finally be verified and put
into practice.”
All in all, Willburn was full of confidence
regarding the acquisition of Maximum Efficiency
during the press conference. The question arises
though, at what cost Maximum Efficiency will be
acquired?
Can our economy really afford to put these chips
into mass production? Will avoiding bloodshed
through replacing guns with chips really be worth
the money?
For sure, the Deathline concept seems to be full
of promises now, but so was that of replacing the
exam grading system with that of the death score.
And as we all must remember, the construction of
those thousands of instant guns in the exam
facilities nearly brought our economy to ruins.
by Larx Kram
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It must have been somewhere during the first
semester of my second year when I decided that all
these things I was learning about my region of
specialization, Latin-America, were a bit intangible. I felt
that this was probably because I had in fact never been
there. So, I basically threw a dart at the map, and booked
a ticket. The only real requirement I had was that the
country had some surfable waves, which luckily aren’t
hard to find in Latin-America. The dart struck Perú, and so
I found myself flying across the Atlantic on Christmas eve.
Especially since I don’t mind traveling at that time,
especially since those were the cheapest tickets.)
I traveled through Perú for five weeks. I was enchanted
by its stunning natural sights, which varied from the dry
coastal desert to the picturesque mountains and lush
jungle. I found glassy waves and met wonderful people
along the way.
It is the people I will remember the most, both locals
and fellow travelers. They gave me warm welcomes,
kindness, friendship, and sharp advice. It’s pretty amazing
how quickly you can develop deep and meaningful
connections when you aren’t bothered by studies, work,
or other aspects of life back home. Along the way, I
captured some of their faces, which eventually became
this photography series
After a while, the vacation became a journey, an
emotional rollercoaster with valuable life lessons.
Spending a long period of time alone can really get you
thinking…
Perú, as the people in these portraits showed

by Xander Zwemstra
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me,
has
many
different
faces. This is
also true for
its rich and
diverse
cultural,
natural
and social
(economic)
environment.
During my trip,
the cheapand
comfortable PanAmericana buses took me through the most
impoverished towns I had ever seen, only to arrive in well
maintained, sunny beach towns. At times, I felt guilty for
being able to cruise through all of this from my airconditioned bus. For me, the occasional discomfort
meant adventure, because I was there voluntarily. I always
had a choice, and I knew that the comforts of home
awaited me after.
Throughout, I attempted to match the core themes
and atmospheres that I had picked up in the university
environment regarding Latin-American life to the
situations and people I encountered. Sometimes my
conceptualizations were confirmed, and sometimes they
seemed completely irrelevant. One time, when I brought
up the aspect of Spanish Colonialism in a conversation
with a local, she laughed at me and said: ‘’Do you
really think the Spanish invented inequality?
The Inca were no better, they just had
different symbolic justifications.’’
Whatever we may say or write in
University, in the end, I would
argue that the greatest insight
comes from simply going out and
finding out yourself. What I found
was that most people are just
making a living, trying to make
ends meet, and capable of smiling
regardless.
Maybe Utopia is that simple after all.

10

11

12

13

14

UTOPIAN MEAL
Almost a year ago, I was invited to join a
utopian dinner – a project created by a friend
in the context of her bachelor thesis. During
this meal, we had vegan food, drank beer and,
at some point during the night, discussed the
concept of utopia and what our personal
interpretation of it was. What came out of the
discussion was mainly
sociability and
sustainability: we were all dreaming of a society
with more interactions between people and
more respect towards the environment.
By definition, a utopia is not real, it is a
projection of our highest hope. However, I
believe that each of us can add a bit of
dreams in our daily life. This is why I
offer you my interpretation of a

Pancakes
The ingredients for those pancakes are
really easy to find and truly affordable. The
listing here is in “portions” (I measured
mine in a random glass) since we, students,
do not always have a weighing scale
around us. For the batter you will need:
- One portion of water
- One portion of regular flour
- ¼ of a portion of vegetable oil (you might
need to add more if your pan is very sticky)
- Some baking powder (if your portions are
big, go for the whole tiny bag, if your
portions are small, go for only one or two
teaspoons)
- Salt and sugar to your liking
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utopian meal: a meal to share, a meal that does
not hurt others, a meal that feels good. At first,
it was hard to find such a meal. I had so many
ideas going from my favorite miso-chili
noodles to those vegan peanut butter brownies
I recently discovered. But one evening, I went
back home from uni and was craving pancakes,
so I had a whole meal of pancakes. That day, I
realized that this was my utopian meal: I could
alternate between sweet and salty tastes, the
dough was fluffy as a cotton cloud, and it was
fully vegan.
by Lu

The preparation in itself does not require
any cooking skills: Mix all the ingredients
together in a bowl (either with a fork or
with a whisk to avoid lumps). With a spoon,
add some batter to a medium-hot pan. Let
the pancake cook until you see bubbles on
top and the edges are dry enough for you
to flip it. Flip it and let the other side cook.
You can wrap them in a kitchen towel or
put them under a bowl to keep them warm
(or directly eat them).
Your pancakes are now all done. But is it
funny to only eat the pancakes? No! We
need to add some toppings. Here are two
options I recommend (one salty and one
sweet), but you can really be creative and
explore different combinations (that’s the
beauty of the pancake: its taste is quite
neutral, making it the perfect canvas for
flavors).

TOPPING 1 - Mushrooms & caramelized onions
I must admit, I love adding a touch of sweetness to my salty dishes. This is the reason why I
suggest adding some homemade caramelized onions to your mushrooms topping. But
whether you do it or not, it’s up to you (and I actually would never
know if you’ve done it or not).
Let’s start with the ingredients for the mushroom sauce:
- Mushrooms (those basic white mushrooms that you
can buy for very cheap in any shop)
- Garlic
- White vinegar or cooking wine (use what you prefer)
- Salt
- Vegan butter or vegetable oil
- Optional: parsley (it adds an incredible taste but I understand that it can be really expensive)
The steps are quite simple: cut the garlic and mushrooms. Go with the size you like. Melt the
butter or heat the oil in a pot/pan (honestly, whichever works). Once the fatty thing is hot, add
the garlic and mushroom. Sauté for a few minutes (until the mushrooms have that grayishbrownish color). Add salt, parsley and a splash of vinegar or wine. Let it simmer on low heat for
a few minutes, and it’s ready.
Now let’s caramelize some onions! You can make it fancy with balsamic vinegar or cheap
with regular vinegar from Aldi. Other than that, what you need cannot be simpler: onions, oil
and sugar. First cut your onions either in thin slices or in little cubes. Heat up some oil. Throw
your onions in the oil and sauté them until they are translucent. When that’s done, add vinegar
and sugar (I’d advise about two tablespoons of vinegar and 2-3 teaspoons of sugar per onion).
Let it gently cook on low heat until all the liquid has evaporated.
Finally, take your pancake, add a whole lot of mushrooms and some caramelized onions
and eat that beauty.

TOPPING 2 - Chocolate & Butter
This is the easiest thing EVER. You need two ingredients:
chocolate chips (you can basically buy some random
chocolate and chop it in small pieces with a knife) and
(vegan) butter. However, you have two different alternatives
on how to make it.
1: Take your pancake, cover it in butter and add some chocolate chips.
2: While your pancake is cooking, directly add some chocolate chips in the batter. Once it’s
cooked, cover it with butter and add chocolate chips. You’ll just end up with a double
chocolate pancake!
Whichever option you choose, you’ll have a delicious sweet pancake! But don’t forget that food
tastes better when it is shared with friends. Through those gorgeous pancakes, you can build
your own utopia: have a meal with your loved ones while respecting the planet and your taste
buds.
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